
1892 – THE BEGINNING  
The first Bulgarian Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition was opened on 15 
August 1892 and lasted for 75 days. Exhibitors from 25 countries in Europe, 
America and Asia participated in it with 167 000 visitors.  



THE FOUNDERS  

  Grigor Nachovich – 
the Initiator 

Grigor Nachovich, a prominent Bulgarian politician 

and statesman, initiated the creation of the first 

Bulgarian Agricultural and Industrial Exhibition. At 

that time he was Minister of Finance and Foreign 

Affairs. 

 Mihalaki Georgiev – 
the Director 

Director of the first exhibition was the writer 

Mihalaki Georgiev, who worked then as Head of 

the Department of State Property, Forests, 

Agriculture and Trade at the Ministry of Finance. 



1933 – THE FIRST  

SAMPLE FAIR  

 The first Sample Fair was held in 1933 and thus the tradition 
was resumed, the beginning of which was laid in 1892.  



HIGH RECOGNITION  

 On September 28, 
1935 the Council of 
Ministers, with a 
special ordinance-law, 
recognized the Plovdiv 
Fair as the only one in 
the country with a 
national status.  

  On December 10, 
1936 the Plovdiv Fair 
became member of 
the Global Association 
of the Exhibition 
Industry, UFI and 
received international 
status.  

1935  – received the status of a 
national exhibition center  

1936  – comes out on the world 
stage and becomes international  



THE REFORMER  

Dr. Obreiko 

Obreikov  

 International Fair Plovdiv has a unique personality in its history – 

Dr. Obreiko Obreikov. He becomes Head of the Plovdiv 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 1930 and directs much 

of his energy towards establishing Plovdiv as a fair center for 

Bulgaria and towards its international recognition. Thanks to him 

and to the then mayor of the city, Bozhidar Zdravkov, the Plovdiv 

Fair became member of the Global Association of the Exhibition 

Industry, UFI in 1936.  



 1937 – THE FIRST 

INTERNATIONAL FAIR  
 The first International Sample Fair was opened on May 3, 1937. Foreign 
correspondents call it “Kaleidoscope of the Bulgarian Economy”.  



AT THE END OF THE 30s OF THE TWENTIETH 

CENTURY – SPECIALIZATION OF THE EXHIBITIONS  

  During this period began specialization of the exhibitions for various industries. The 

Plovdiv Fair is developing according to a strategy focused on presenting the 

leading trends in world science and technology – a line that continues today.  



KALEIDOSCOPE OF BULGARIAN INDUSTRRY  



KALEIDOSCOPE OF BULGARIAN INDUSTRRY  



A SHOWCASE OF WORLD ECONOMY 



 1947 – CONSTRUCTION 

OF THE FAIRGROUNDS  
The first five massive pavilions were built in 1947 on the left bank of the 
Maritsa River, where the Fairground is located now. Over the next four decades 
it expanded by 12 pavilions and by 1990 it acquired its present appearance.  



ART HIGHLIGHTS IN THE PAVILIONS  

 The famous artists Zlatyu Boyadzhiev, Tsanko Lavrenov, Vladimir Rilski, Alexander 

Zhendov, Dechko Uzunov, Yoan Leviev and other masters of fine art have been 

creating the layout of the fair posters and advertising for decades. Their works add 

elegance to the buildings and parks.  



THE PLOVDIV FAIR IS TODAY THE LARGEST 

EXHIBITION CENTER IN SOUTHEAST EUROPE  

 The Fairgrounds in Plovdiv is the largest in Southeast Europe today. It has got 139 

549 sq.m. of covered and open exhibition area, a Congress Center with 17 halls, a 

logistics zone with warehouses and offices, a hotel.  



1967 – CREATING A  
GRAPHIC SIGN AND SLOGAN  
In 1967 the artist Stefan Kanchev designed the graphic sign of 
International Fair Plovdiv – a stylized image of the globe, represented 
as a dove, which is a symbol of peace. This demonstrates the company's 
ambition to seek points of contact with businesses around the world.  

 

The slogan “We Create New Opportunities” is a message about  the 
efforts aimed at the development of the exhibitors.  



AFTER 1990 –  
NEW EXHIBITIONS OF 

DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES   

 After 1990 was laid the beginning of many new 
specialized exhibitions, dedicated to different industries.  



2004 – OPENING OF THE 

CONGRESS CENTER  

 The Congress Center organizes and hosts more than 350 events 
a year – corporate, communal, cultural, sports and more.  



2007 – A START FOR NEW CHANGE  

 In 2006-2007, the property, 
which until that time was 
wholly state-owned, was 
restructured. The Plovdiv 
municipality and the private 
investor Georgi Gergov also 
become shareholders. The 
management model of the 
National Exhibition Center 
was changed. A program for 
its modernization was 
launched.  

 Following the accession of 
Bulgaria to the European 
Union (2007) the activities of 
the company are directed 
towards the faster integration 
of the country into it. 
International Fair Plovdiv 
turned from a venue for trade 
deals into a hub for doing 
business on a European scale, 
for cross-border cooperation.  

The beginning of public-private 

partnership  

Support for Bulgaria's European 
integration  



2007-2009  

FIRST STAGE OF THE 

MODERNIZATION PROGRAM  
Over EUR 15 million has been invested in the modernization of the facilities and in the 

activities of the fair. With this investment they have been adapted to the world standards. 

Today the Fairground in Plovdiv is one of the most modern in Eastern Europe.  



A STRONG COMPETITOR  

 „International Fair Plovdiv invests in modern services and in infrastructure to maintain its 

strong position in Southeast Europe.” (Arie Brienen, President of the Global Association of the 

Exhibition Industry, UFI)  

 

 

 

 

 „There are only a few well-developed exhibition centers on the Balkan Peninsula and 

International Fair Plovdiv is the most important of them.” (Franz Reisbeck, Secretary General 

of the Central European Fair Alliance CEFA)  



On the occasion of the 115th anniversary of the First Bulgarian Exhibition, 

copies of the fountain, which became its emblem, and of the elegant Vienna 

Pavilion were placed to remind of the traditions of the Bulgarian fair industry.  

THE VIENNA PAVILION IN PLOVDIV AGAIN  



2011-2013  
SECOND STAGE OF THE 

MODERNIZATION PROGRAM  

The second stage of the modernization program focuses on the exhibitors' 

marketing interests and the provision of more marketing tools  through 

various forms of presentation and advertising.  



AMONG THE FAIR INDUSTRY LEADERS  

 International Fair Plovdiv was selected to host the General Assembly of the Central European 

Fair Alliance (CEFA) in 2013. This was a high appreciation for the activities of Georgi Gergov 

as President of the organization in 2012 and for the achievements of the National Exhibition 

Center of Bulgaria.  



AMONG THE FAIR INDUSTRY LEADERS  

 The President of the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry (UFI) Arie Brienen was 

a special guest for the celebration of the 120th anniversary of the National Exhibition 

Center of Bulgaria.    “International Fair Plovdiv is a longstanding and very important member 

of our association”, he stressed. UFI unites over 600 exhibition centers, partners and 

associations from 86 countries. Arie Brienen's visit was the first visit to the country of a 

head of the world's most respected organization in the fair industry.  

 



THE TRADITION CONTINUES  



WE CREATE NEW OPPORTUNITIES  


